The Squadron of Flying Ships
Baltic Company were delivered and installed on a
plane. They performed excellently, and a large pro-
duction was planned for 1917.
Altogether, about seventy-five four-engined ships
were built and delivered to the Front. About one
half of this number actually participated in air raids,
while the rest were used for training purposes. A total
of about four hundred raids were made with only one
plane lost. Important military results were achieved
that far more than justified the use of the modest
number of men and expenses connected with the
creation and activity of the squadron.
Many heroic acts and an immense amount of effort
and hard work lay behind these achievements- A
large expansion and much more serious results could
have been expected during and after 1917. But in
the spring of 1917 came the Revolution which put an
abrupt end to this work.
I will not attempt to describe here this great event,
which is mostly unknown and misunderstood and
which was far more tragic and disastrous than even
the World War that had helped it to break loose. The
peaceful resignation of the Czar Nicholas II prevented
at that time practically all bloodshed. Not much
fighting occurred until the middle of the summer, but
the progress of the Revolution could be dearly seen,
There was plenty of parading with red flags, the streets
became disorderly and dirty, swairos of deserters from
the Front were pouring into the large cities. Many erf
the people were still enthusiastic about the "Great
Bloodless Revolution " as it was called at that time
with delight and pride. Later the same words were
repeated with bitter irony. I felt vary differently about